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Barnes County Commission 
November 18, 2025 

Valley City, ND  58072 
 
The Barnes County Commission met in regular session on Tuesday, November 18, 2025, with Bill Carlblom, Mike 
Schwehr, Vicky Lovell, Pete Paulson, and Shawn Olauson present.  Chairman Bill Carlblom called the meeting to 
order at 8:15 a.m., roll call was taken, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the agenda was reviewed. 
 

Treasurer’s Office 
Debbie Magnuson reported on uncashed checks.  Vicky Lovell made a motion to cancel uncashed checks that will 
then be going to unclaimed property; Mike Schwehr seconded the motion.  The motion carried up roll call vote with all 
members voting yes.  Interest in the county’s banking accounts was reviewed.  Closing the county’s account at Wells 
Fargo was suggested since we don’t use that account and interest is very low and transfer the balance to Bank 
Forward.  Pete Paulson made a motion to close the Wells Fargo account and move the balance to Bank Forward; 
Shawn Olauson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously with all members voting yes. 
 

Policy Committee 
Policy Committee Chairman Jamie Smith presented the updated Employee Policy Manual for 2026.  Suggested 
changes were presented and discussed.  Sarah Miller discussed payout for holidays and vacation.  Further policy 
discussion will be tabled to the next meeting .  

Auditor’s Office 
Shawn Olauson moved to approve November 4th, 2025, minutes as presented.  Bill Carlblom seconded the motion.  
Motion carried with all members voting “aye”.  A Local Permit Calendar Raffle application was presented for Barnes 
County North school.  Vicky Lovell made a motion to approve the raffle application; Mike Schwehr seconded the 
motion.  The motion was carried out unanimously with all members voting yes.  
 

Highway Department 
Quotes for culvert lining were presented and discussed.  Funds will come out of the Highway Project line item.  This 
project can be completed this year.  Shawn Olauson made a motion to approve the purchase; Pete Paulson seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried with all members voting yes.  Reimbursement for damage to snow equipment was 
received from insurance.  Front mount attachments are specially made for each truck.  After insurance, our cost will 
be $14,623.89 for two units.  Mike Schwehr made a motion to approve purchasing the equipment.  Vicky Lovell 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried upon roll call vote with all members voting yes.  Jamie would like to 
purchase crack seal material this year since there are dollars left in the black top maintenance line item.  The total 
cost is $32,000.00.  Bill Carlblom made a motion to purchase the crack seal material.  Pete Paulson seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried unanimously with all members voting yes.   
 

Commission Discussion 
Pete Paulson discussed Economic Development projects.  Weed Department is purchasing chemicals this year for 
next season.  They would also like to purchase a pickup for scouting and one for spraying.  Jamen is proposing to 
stop spraying weeds along I-94.  Traffic doesn’t slow down, which makes it dangerous.  There is a new invasive grass 
that Jamen would like to attend training on.  Winter Show had a loss for the year but if depreciation is taken out, there 
would be a gain.  Shawn Olauson attended the Water Board meeting.  They will clean out the road right of way at the 
Hobart Lake Drain.  Some of the dams were inspected early.  Different proposals for the Brown Dam was discussed. 
They made a request to the State Water Resource Board for snagging and clearing.  The museum is holding an open 
house for World War II Heritage designation.  Memorabilia are available for sale.  Mike Schwehr mentioned that the 
VSO received a $5,000.00 donation from the Sanborn Veteran’s Park.  Bill Carlblom reported the jail nurse position 
will be on the next agenda.  Employing a jail nurse beginning January 1 and transferring the vacation and sick leave 
over to the county is the intent. 
 
With no further business, Vicky Lovell made a motion, seconded by Shawn Olauson, to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried unanimously, with all members voting “aye” and the meeting was adjourned at 9:43 a.m. 
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